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Well we are off to a great start.  You can see their confidence growing as they navigate the building and the classroom.  Thanks for all the help encouraging their independence as they leave for school each day, on the bus or as you drop them off at the building.

READING:  Away we go with our study of the letters and sounds. This week our focus was the letter Tt.  Mr. T’s special feature is his tall teeth.  To remember the sound we create a “T” with our fingers as we say his sound.  The students practiced identifying the words that began with that sound.  The booklet coming home this week is about a tiger with teeth and a tail.  When sharing this booklet together practice moving your finger in a left to right progression touching the words as you read.  We have been talking about how there are spaces between words.  The students also have a poetry book with a poem for each letter that will stay at school until the spring.  In addition to “M” last week and “T” this week we also have the friends Mr. F, Mr. N, Mr. H and Miss A.  I would encourage you to focus on these six letters at home.  Ideas for home include making some letter cards for matching upper to lower case and using pictures or objects so they can match picture/object to letter card.  

MATH:  This week we continued our work on patterns.  To practice at home you could use Legos, pasta, silverware… anything you have enough of to create the pattern.  An example of this would be to choose two colors of Legos then lay them out in a row alternating the colors.  If you had blue and green the child would read it to you by saying the color name and touching the Lego, blue, green, blue, green.  Next change the color words to letters so each time you touch the blue you say A and each time you touch the green you say B.  You can also practice patterns by using sounds such as clap, snap, clap, snap.  If you child is confident with this skill extend it by using objects with that have two attributes so they have to use the shape and the color for the pattern.  You could also extend by using growing and shrinking patterns.  One more suggestion would be to use sound and actions such as snap, clap, snap, clap.

CENTERS:  This week we began to work on center activities.  This gives the students a chance to practice some of the things we are working on and strengthen other skills.  This week we introduced the interactive board, listening center, sand table, art table and then there were reading and math activities at the other centers.  

HELPING OUT AND FIELD TRIPS:  If you indicated that you would like to help out in the classroom you will need to fill out a background check through the office.  The background check is also necessary if you go on a field trip so it is good to get it done early.  Background checks have to be redone each school year. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]GUESSING BOX:  Each week we have an item that inside the guessing box.  The students practice asking questions to gather clues for what is in the box.  Rules are that each question must be able to be answered with a yes or no.  Examples of questions they could ask would be:  Is it red?  Would you find it in the garden?  Is it shaped like a square?  We use our clues to predict what is in the box.


